B ‘.
Faith in the Age of Al

Navigating Economy, Politics, and Law through Biblical Truth.

Prepared by Andrew Ho © 2026 | Part 9: The Impact on Global Systems



The Foundational Conflict:
Data vs. Divine Image
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The Optimizable Data Point Imago Dei (The Image of God)

« Definition: Humans are viewed as predictable, « Definition: Genesis 1:27 — Humanity is created by
commodified nodes in a system optimized for God, possessing irreducible dignity and a soul.
efficiency.

« The Premise: Al is a created tool, not a creator or a

« The Risk: Reducing the human experience to a judge. Human dignity cannot be replaced by data,
series of measurable inputs and outputs. commodified by algorithms, or rendered disposable

by automation.
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The Economic Paradox of Al Drives a K-Shaped Reality

The Export &
Tech Boom

The Hollowing
Out

Productivity Surge

Al drives a 3-4% annual
productivity increase.,
Canada projects a 9% GDP
boost ($298B CAD).

Stagnant Consumption

Despite Korea's 3.6% GDP
growth, private consumption

only grew by 0.5%.

Export Explosions

Korea's Q1 2026
semiconductor exports
surged 139%, propelling the
KOSPI past 7 500 points.

Local Collapse

Over 1 million self-employed
businesses in Korea went
bankrupt in 2024,

Infrastructure Wealth

Data center demands are
skyrocketing (e.q., Bloom
Energy securing a $18B
backlog).

TapUTo

Labor Polarization

High-paying tech roles rise
while millions of middle-tier
jobs are replaced by
precarious, low-wage task
work.
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The Emerging Threat of Digital Colonialism
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50% of accountants report clients
suffering direct financial losses (fines, _ "*;,.
overpayments) due to relying on Al | v
tools for tax advice, with a severe risk of -

Al-driven bankruptcies predicted for
2026.

The Pope’s Warning

Pope Leo XIV warns of new forms of
slavery—from the exploitation of rare-
earth miners to data control over
vulnerable populations.
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Debt & Infrastructure Traps .

Massive capital expenditures for Al
data centers risk driving up long-term
interest rates, creating a topsy-turvy
financial environment that pressures
global markets.

The Verdict

The WCC (2025) declares that
technology must serve the common good,
not act as a new Tower of Babel that
concentrates power in the hands of a few.
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The Digital Leviathan Shifts Governance from Justice to Prediction

Core Argument: Al transforms state power from
post-crime punishment to pre-crime prediction.
Freedom is quietly optimized away by algorithms.

The Erosion of Democratic Accountability:

The Algorithm Alibi: Political leaders increasingly deflect responsibility
for controversial decisions by blaming the algorithm.

Regulatory Capture: Canada's 2025-2026 national Al strategy faced
backlash from 160+ NGOs for rushing consultations that heavily
favored tech interests while ignoring labor and human rights experts.

The Biblical Conflict (Ezekiel 34:4): Scripture defines political power
as shepherding—protecting the weak and taking responsibility.
Outsourcing state decisions to an unaccountable black box violently

contradicts the mandate that leaders must be accountable for their
flock.
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Algorithmic Hallucinations Have Breached the Courtroom

The Fake Precedent (R. v. Chand,
2025 ONCJ 282)

An Ontario lawyer used Grok (xAl) for defense
submissions. The judge found numerous and
substantial errors, including entirely fabricated

case citations, forcing a total rewrite and a ban __ o= 4 The AI Arbitrator (ARIHQ c.
" Santé Québec, 2026 QCCS 1360)

on generative Al

The Quebec Superior Court overturned a
labor ruling explicitly because an Al
assisted in writing the decision. The court
cited risks of bias, loss of confidentiality,
and the erosion of public trust.

The Phantom Landlord

A BC landlord submitted fake Al-generated cases
(e.g., the non-existent Polaris Realty v. Assessor)
to an appeal board, resulting in severe financial
penalties for attempting to deceive the system.

T Germin Motebook



Establishing the Human-in-the-Loop Legal Boundary

The Delegation Principle —
Human judgment cannot be outsourced.

Acceptable Use: The Brilliant but Unreliable Intern Unacceptable Use: The Seat of Judgment

r

Tasks: Legal information retrieval, timeline | Tasks: Generating final rulings, determining bail
generation, document summarization, | orsentencing, representing clients in court.
preliminary research.

| Why it Fails: Al lacks the capacity for legal
Requirement: Mandatory human verification. discretion, empathy, accountability, and the
Al serves as a thought partner to surface ability to process the nuances of a criminal trial.
overlooked angles, not a voice of authority. . | Itisinherently prone to systemic bias (Leviticus
19:15).
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The Theological Crisis of Algorithms: Code vs. Mercy

Point 1: Judgment Belongs to God (Deuteronomy 1:17)

Biblical judgment requires a person because authority is delegated
by God to humanity, not to machines. An Al looks at the outward
appearance (data patterns) rather than the heart, reinforcing
existing inequalities without fear of divine accountability.

Point 2: The Witness Principle (Deuteronomy 19:15)

Biblical law requires witnesses to have personhood, a conscience,
and the capacity to bear the consequences of perjury. Al
possesses none of these.

Point 3: The Imperative of Mercy (James 2:13)

Mercy triumphs over judgment. Al can relentlessly execute rules,
but it cannot comprehend the exception—the moment that

demands human grace. An algorithm can calculate recidivism
risk, but it cannot feel the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
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Diagnostic Framework: Algorithmic Logic vs.
Biblical Justice

Dimension

The Algorithmic Paradigm

The Biblical Standard

Transparency

Black-box optimization, impossible for
citizens to audit.

Let your yes be yes (Matt 5:37). Demands
explainable and challengeable decisions.

Accountability

The Algorithm Alibi shields leaders from
blame.

Each of us will give an account of ourselves to God
(Rom 14:12). Human responsibility is non-transferable.

Fairness

Inherits and mathematically amplifies
historical biases.

Do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to
the great (Lev 19:15).

Mercy

Rigid, programmatic rule execution.
Incapable of exceptions.

Mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:13).
Requires a human soul capable of grace.

Human Dignity

Views individuals as optimizable data
points.

Humans possess irreducible dignity as the Imago
Dei (Gen 1:27).




Injecting Virtue into Code: The Anthropic Case Study

The Context: When Anthropic’s Al model ‘Claude’ exhibited dangerous tendencies, engineers realized standard rule-based prohibitions were failing.
The Intervention: Anthropic invited Catholic priest and former Silicon Valley engineer Fr. Brendan McGuire to draft Claude's Al Constitution.

1 Instead of giving the Al a rigid list,
Fr. McGuire embedded Catholic
social teachings into the model's
weights.

o Human Dignity
“rule_type": “prohibition”, Common Good ** jeirs =
“action”: "D0_NOT_DO_X", e ol o

} "constraint": "strict_enforcement" SUbSidlarity Does it respect subsidiarity?
- Solidarity

3 The Lesson: Christians possess
millennia of moral frameworks. We
must proactively embed these into
Al governance, rather than just
reacting to the fallout.
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The Church as a Prophetic Counter-Community

In a world driven by standardized efficiency and predictive algorithms, the
Church is called to embody an alternative logic of existence.

The Three Pillars of Resistance

vs. Rest: In an era of 24/7 optimization and
‘connectivity, the Church fiercely protects and
e Sabbath.

5. Presence: Al can simulate conversation, but it
| offer a handshake, a hug, or weep with those
aep. The Church must double down on

ational, physical presence.

tion vs. Hope: Against the deterministic,
al predictions of tech-utopianism, the Church
ast to the unquantifiable hope of redemption.
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An Action Framework for Christian Leaders

.

Pillar 1:
Internal
Community

- Refuse to outsource
moral judgment to Al.
Maintain human agency
in pastoral decisions.

- Develop robust Al
literacy and ethics
curriculums for
congregations.

Pillar 2:
Policy &
Advocacy

- Advocate for transparent,
auditable Al governance
frameworks.

- Support alternative
People's Consultations to
ensure marginalized
voices aren't drowned out

by tech lobbying.
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Pillar 3:
Industry
Oversight

- Demand that technology
corporations develop Al
for the common good, not
just centralized profit.

- Embed Christian ethical
frameworks directly into
product development.
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Pillar 4:
Labor Justice

- Actively defend workers
displaced by automation,
supporting policies for
just economic
transitions and fighting
digital exploitation.
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Lawyers making errors impact the client;
judges making errors impact society;
when an algorithm makes an error,

who answers for it?

“Let justice roll on
+ like ariver...” .

...righteousness like a never-failing
stream! (Amos 5:24)

Al can be a powerful assistant, but the
core of justice is not the mechanical
application of rules. It is the agonizing,
necessary weight of weighing human
dignity against societal order.

Beyond the algorithms, the world desperately
requires a human soul—capable of
profound mercy, bound by righteous justice,
and ready to give an account to God—to
remain firmly seated on the judgment seat.
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